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Newspaper Clips 
February 2, 2016 

Sam Pitroda inaugurates 5thAction For India Annual Forum at IIT 

Delhi 

http://indiaeducationdiary.in/Shownews.asp?newsid=37495 
 
New Delhi: Action For India (AFI), a not for profit organization designed to stimulate social enterprises in India, 

organized the 5thedition of its AFI Annual Forum at IIT-Delhi.The Forum witnessed presence of over 100 leading social 
entrepreneurs from around the nation interacting with 100 key influencers at the intersection of business, technology, 
entrepreneurship and social impact. The influencers included eminent personalities from diverse sectors including donors, 
investors, IAS officers, technology executives and policy analysts. 

The Forum was kick started with an introduction of AFI by Sanjay Kadaveru, President-AFI followed by the 
inaugural ceremony chaired by Sam Pitroda, Honorary Chairman-AFI and including Dr. Vijay Bhatkar (Former Chairman, 
Board of Governors, IIT-Delhi), AashishDhawan (Founder & CEO, Central Square Foundation) and Shiv Khemka 
(Founder, Khemka Foundation). 

Addressing the guests at the Forum, Mr. Sanjay Kadaveru said, “It gives us immense pleasure to host the 5th 
edition of AFI annual forum which brings social entrepreneurs together to focus on building a business that create jobs, 
community wealth and encourages innovation. With this initiative, we endeavor to expand the national network of regional 
social innovations hubs across the country. This will eventually help in job creation.” 

“AFI is contributing to India’s growth by boosting social entrepreneurship and identifying social innovation hub 
champions. This Forum provides a platform to address the major challenges these entrepreneurs face which would 
include access to funds, technology and adequate funding. Given the above, a lot more needs to be done to facilitate 
scale-up of the social innovation movement in the country”said Sam Pitroda during his inaugural address. 

With the launch of “StartUpIndia, StandUp India” by PM Modi, the focus is on rousing the entrepreneurial spirit 
among the country’s youth. Start-ups are expected to be engines of job growth, wealth creation and socioeconomic 
change at the bottom of the pyramid. According to a NASSCOM report, over the past few years, the start-up movement 
has picked pace, as funding into the sector grew 125%, from $2.2 billion in 2014 to $4.9 billion in 2015.  

The first day witnessed a panel discussion led by on the role of technology in scaling social impact. Among the 
panelists were Anand Deshpande (Founder & CEO, Persistent Systems), Prashant Mehra (Chief Architect, Social 
Inclusion, Mindtree) and Neil Patel (Founder, Awaaz.de). 

Sharing views on how social entrepreneurs can leverage technology, the panel emphasized on the need for 
technology gurus and experts to reach out to socialinnovators struggling with ideas and seeking support to scale their 
product ventures. 

The first day captured sector-specific, cross-sectorial intensive discussions along with speed dating sessions 
between social entrepreneurs and influencers. The interactions covered sectors like agriculture, education, livelihood, 
healthcare, energy while also discussing the investment woes of the young entrepreneurs. The outcome of these 
interactions garnered recommendations for the AFI’s future actions to strengthen the ecosystem with reformed the policy 
framework. 

The first day of the Forum concluded with a panel discussion on “Sustainability Development Goals” moderated by 
David Wilcox (ReachScale) in the presence of the panelists- Mairi Mackay (British Council), Neelam Chhiber (Mother 
Earth) and Dr. Ashwin Naik, (Vaatsalya). The session stressed on the need for changing the dynamics of the ecosystem 
and proposed that social enterprises be henceforth called ‘sustainable development enterprises’. 

Action ForIndia also announced the semifinalists for the Silicon Valley Challenge, a competition where burgeoning 
social entrepreneurs were rewarded with 2-week all-expense paid trip to Silicon Valley, California to interact with leading 
investors, executives and entrepreneurs of Silicon Valley. 

The second day of the Forum began with another round of speed-dating between the enterprises and the 
influencers. The first panel for the day discussed the role of Governance and collaboration between public, private and 
development sectors to enhance the reach, impact of social enterprises. The panel moderatedby Pallavi Gupta 
(FifthEstate) included AmarjeetSinha (Addl. Secy, MoRD, GoI), GaruravDwivedi (CEO, MyGov), VenkiteshRamakrishnan 
(Sr. Assoc. Editor, Frontline) and AnoopKaul (BASIX). 

A panel of ‘regional social innovation hubs’ discussed the impact that hubs such as EkalVidyalaya, Native Lead 
Foundation, eKutir and AFI and brought out aspects of such hubs that will be game-changers facilitating and supporting 
social enterprises at the grassroots. Moderated by Mahesh Kanumury (Arivali Partners), the panel included 
NagarajaPrakasam (Native Angels Network), K C Mishra (eKutir), Mallikarjun (EkalVidyalaya) and Sanjay Kadaveru (AFI). 

The break-out sessions on ‘Indian-Americans and Social Impact in India’, ‘building a high skill team for your social 
enterprise’ and ‘collaborations to effectively scale social enterprises’ brought forward recommendations for both Govt. and 
AFI to strengthen the support ecosystem for social entrepreneurs. 

The Forum hosted a unique Silicon Valley Challenge where 5 burgeoning social entrepreneurs were rewarded 2 
week all-expense paid trip to Silicon Valley, California to interact with leading investors, executives and entrepreneurs of 
Silicon Valley. These entrepreneurs included Damini Mahajan (WeMakeScholars Edtech Pvt.), Saransh Vaswani (Saajha) 
and three others. 

 

Advertis

ement  

 

http://indiaeducationdiary.in/Shownews.asp?newsid=37495


Page 2 of 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 3 of 9 

 

 



Page 4 of 9 

 

 



Page 5 of 9 

 



Page 6 of 9 

 

 

 



Page 7 of 9 

 

“For me, IIT means the best of minds put together and bad 

infrastructure in hostels”: Rahul Yadav 

http://techstory.in/rahul-yadav-sachin-bansal-at-iit-bombay-1022016/ 

1 February, 2016, Mumbai: One of the most famous faces of the Indian startup industry, Rahul Yadav, made 

another bold statement during the IIT Bombay’s ‘The Entrepreneur Summit 2016’. While addressing a full 

house Yadav said, “For me, IIT means the best of minds put together and bad infrastructure in hostels.” He was 

accompanied by another ecommerce personality Sachin Bansal, who needs no introduction.  Yadav and Bansal 

visited IIT Bombay to be a part of ‘The Entrepreneur Summit 2016’. 

 

“I felt invincible thanks to being an IITian  like we could create, design, sell anything without any outside help. 

We aced at everything, creating products and designing them etc. Going in, I thought, that was it, that’s all we 

needed. Marketing, HR, and media relations were all BS. How I was proved wrong. Having a great product will 

not sell itself; marketing, field sales, communications and media are equally important, HR, administration are 

crucial, and you must build a team good at each if you want to succeed,” adds Yadav. 

Speaking to the young IITians, Sachin Bansal, shared his views, “Right from seven years ago to even a year 

ago, almost on a daily basis I had been doing something new. Change is the only constant. People who are 

nimble are the ones who will get ahead.” 

Commenting on the startup ecosystem, Bansal opined, “We had Flipkart’s blueprint ready within 10 weeks of 

quitting our jobs, but the biggest challenge is that it still takes 45 days to make (officially register) a company. 

But even as I think those challenges continue, what’s great is that there are people who are thinking fearlessly of 

starting up, people are willing to start up, and the investor-scene has changed drastically as entrepreneurs 

receive investments for their big ideas. Hiring has undergone change, and people are willing to join startups 

rather than the conventional big corporates, and with good reason, for startups are able to offer wealth creation 

opportunities.” 

 

http://techstory.in/rahul-yadav-sachin-bansal-at-iit-bombay-1022016/
http://techstory.in/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/12654367_1138519496172237_1468562920072439158_n.jpg
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“Set up research park at NIT-T” 

International conferenceon Advances in Control and Optimization Of Dynamical Systems 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Tiruchirapalli/set-up-research-park-at-nitt/article8182093.ece 

S. Gopinath, Executive Director of BHEL, on Monday mooted the idea of setting up of Research Park at 

National Institute of Technology-T. 

Inaugurating a three-day international conference on Advances in Control and Optimization Of Dynamical 

Systems (ACODS 2016) organised by the Department of Instrumentation and Control Engineering here, he said 

Research Park established at Indian Institute of Technology-M had become immense beneficial to the industries 

on many ways. Some companies had established their units in the park. The same concept could be replicated in 

NIT-T too. It would not only benefit the industry but also students and faculty members. 

Mr. Gopinath said there was an understanding between the BHEL and NIT-T so as to utilise the services 

mutually. More importance should be given on strengthening industry-institute relationship to raise the 

production standards in the Indian industry. 

Ian Petersen, Professor of University of New South Wales, Australia gave a brief introduction to the 

International Federation of Automatic Control and its activities. Radhakant Padhi spoke on the Indian Control 

Society – Automatic Control and Dynamic Optimization Society ACDOS, and its activities. 

Deivamoney Selvam, Director-in-charge, NIT-T, various scholars including Liuping Wang, Professor, RMIT 

University Melbourne city campus, Australia, Biswajit Basu, School of Engineering, Ireland, Visakan 

Kadirkamanathan, Shiefield University, UK, Prof.Kamesh Subba Rao, University of Texas, Arlington, USA 

and others spoke. 

Ramakalyan, Professor of Instrumentation & Control Engineering, welcomed. 

Unimpressed with MHRD ideas  

Hindustan Times (Delhi  

At a Cabinet meeting last week, Prime Minister Narendra Modi was all praise for the 90-odd civil servants for 

coming up with transformative ideas in the sphere of governance. However, one sector that failed to impress 

him was education. Sources said that Modi was not happy with the ideas presented by the group of secretaries 

on improving the sector. VS Oberoi, secretary, department of higher education, came in for criticism for coming 

up with run-of-the-mill ideas.  
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IIT Kanpur alumnus given key World Bank position  

http://www.hindustantimes.com/business/iit-kanpur-alumnus-given-key-world-bank-position/story-

bJMywWbVEVoNUnkPWHfAZL.html  

 

Saroj Kumar Jha is an alumnus of IIT Kanpur. (Photo courtesy: Jha’s Twitter handle)  

 

An Indian has been appointed to a key position in the World Bank with President Jim Young Kim assigning 

him a role to provide strategic leadership to address the challenge of fragility, conflict and violence. 

Saroj Kumar Jha is an alumnus of Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur. Jha till last week was World Bank’s 

Regional Director for Central Asia based in Almaty since February 2012. 

Jha assumed the position of Senior Director for the Fragility, Conflict and Violence Group at the World Bank 

yesterday. 

Jha has been tasked by World Bank President Jim Young Kim to provide strategic leadership to address the 

challenge of fragility, conflict and violence, working across the Bank Group and in close collaboration with 

partners. 

An Indian national, Jha joined the World Bank in 2005 as a Senior Infrastructure Specialist in the Sustainable 

Development Network, after significant experience with the Indian Government and the United Nation’s 

Development Program (UNDP) as a senior executive in the field of public sector management, infrastructure 

financing, natural resources management, natural disaster prevention and environmental sustainability. 

He supported transformative innovations in regional cooperation, water and energy security, social safety nets, 

inclusive governance and grievance redress mechanisms in various regions of the world. 

Earlier, Jha worked as the World Bank’s Global Manager for Disaster Risk Management Practice. 

He also served as head of the Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery, now the world’s largest 

global fund for disaster prevention and post-disaster recovery operations. 

In addition, he has led international response efforts to many global catastrophic disasters, the bank said. 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/business/iit-kanpur-alumnus-given-key-world-bank-position/story-bJMywWbVEVoNUnkPWHfAZL.html
http://www.hindustantimes.com/business/iit-kanpur-alumnus-given-key-world-bank-position/story-bJMywWbVEVoNUnkPWHfAZL.html

